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Arunachal to get country’s
first folk medicine institute

ITANAGAR Junce 1:
The first folk medicine in-
stitute in the country will
be established at Arunach-
al Pradesh under the no-
menclature of the North
East Regional Inssiture of
Folk Mcdicine (NER-
1FM).

Official sources said
here today that the inst-
tute, to be cstablished at
quxg,hat ‘the district head-

. quarters of Eadt Siang dis-
trict, with an cstimated
cost of 32.88 crove, would
be developed as an auton-
omous instture under the

department of AYUSH, as

approved by the Union Cab-
inct on kcbmm it
President Pracibha Padl is
likely to la> the foundation
stone of the institure later this
year i
About 40 acres of land at
a prime location hat been ear-
marked, which was handed

\\o\<\

over 1o a Comumittee consti-
tuted by the Centre for con-
strucuon of this ambitious
instirute, which would be vi-
tal for utilising the Statc’s vast
herbal and medicinal plant
resources, sources disclosed.
The hilly State of Aru-
nachal Pradesh, with over 81
r cent forest cover, is the
ome of various rarc medici-

"nal plants and herbs,
‘most of which were vet
o be utilised.
~ Describing it as recog-
nition of the traditional
healing system practices
of the tribal people since
time immemerial, state
Health and Family Wel-
farc Minister C C Sing-
pho reiterated the Cen-
tre’s decision that the
. NERIFM will facilitate
systematic and compre-
hensive documcnnnon,
prcscntanon and valida-
tion of the folk medicine
traditions of the north-cast-
crn region.,

“The CGentral institute
would go a long way in pop-
ularising the traditional {)0
ing system of thc Arunach-
alees and make the best possi-
ble use of the medicinal plants
and herbs grown aglcnty
throughour the Srate,” Sing-
pho added. (UNI) )



